Permanent Land Easements in West Virginia

Permanent land protection is gaining ground in West Virginia as a means to protect water quality and maintain the Mountain State’s rural landscape. Landowners are turning to conservation agreements with private land trusts, county farmland protection programs, or state entities to preserve farms, forests, and streams for future generations.  
Along the South Branch of the Potomac River in Hampshire County, for example, landowners, the County Farmland Protection Board, Forest Legacy, and Potomac Conservancy have protected 1,200 acres of farm and forestland, including 5.3 miles of riverfront land. In partnership with the above groups, landowners developed legal conservation agreements that permanently protect their properties from uses that would harm natural resources.  
In West Virginia’s Potomac River watershed, eight farmland protection boards, the Cacapon & Lost Rivers Land Trust, Land Trust of the Eastern Panhandle, Potomac Conservancy, and others are hard at work protecting the region’s landscape and waterways. Throughout West Virginia, landowners and organizations are protecting the state’s natural resources. 
Ten private land trusts currently operate in the state, some working statewide and others focusing on particular stream drainages or other geographic features. Some groups seek to protect forest and water resources, while others look for farmland, wildlife habitat, historic sites, or scenery. Eighteen WV counties now support farmland protection programs that preserve active farmlands and quality agricultural soils. On the state level, the Forest Legacy Program, Agricultural Land Protection Authority, and Outdoor Heritage Conservation Fund are protecting working forests, active farms, and important ecological features, respectively. For more information about land protection, contact an organization working near you. 
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Submitted By: Emily Warner, Potomac Conservancy, 540-667-3606, warner@potomac.org
Land Trusts Operating in West Virginia

Contact List for Representatives
Updated August 2009

	Cacapon and Lost Rivers Land Trust

Nancy Ailes 

Executive Director

RR 1 Box 328

High View, WV 26808

304-856-1010 (tel)

nailes@frontiernet.net
www.cacapon.org  


	Potomac Conservancy

Kelly Watkinson

Senior Director of Land Protection

19 West Cork St, Suite 201

Winchester, VA 22601

540-667-3606 (tel)

watkinson@potomac.org
www.potomac.org 



	Greenbrier Land Conservation Trust

Dave Cowan

Board of Directors

HC 68 Box 117 

Friars Hill, WV  24938

304-497-3553 

dcowan@hrea.coop

	The Nature Conservancy – WV Chapter

Beth Wheatley 

Director of Government Relations

723 Kanawha Boulevard East, Suite 500

Charleston, WV 25301

304-345-4350 

ewheatley@tnc.org


	Indian Creek Conservancy

Rod Graves

Board of Directors

Route 2, Box A-7

Sinks Grove, WV 24976

304-772-3701 

rodgraves@hughes.net 


	Trust for Public Land 

Lynda Frost

Project Manager

660 Pennsylvania Ave., SE, Suite 401

Washington, DC 20003

202-543-7552 ext. 18 

lynda.frost@tpl.org 



	Land Trust of the Eastern Panhandle 
Grant Smith

President

P.O. Box 2240
Martinsburg, WV 25402
304-876-2583 (Grant)
304-262-1800 (general office)
www.landtrustepwv.org 

	WV Cave Conservancy 

Jeff Bray

Board of Directors

P.O. Box 243

Frankford, WV 24938

304-645-5359 

wvhodog@earthlink.net
www.wvcc.net/ 

	National Committee for the New River 
George Santucci
Executive Director
PO Box 1480 
West Jefferson, NC 28694
336-982-6267 

info@ncnr.org 

	West Virginia Land Trust

Dave Cowan & Rod Graves

Members of Board of Directors

304-342-6972
dcowan@hrea.org
rodgraves@hughes.net
www.wvlandtrust.org 



	WV Government Organizations and Programs

	Forest Legacy Program 
John Rowe
Forest Legacy Forester
1900 Kanawha Blvd. E.
Charleston, WV 25305
304-558-2788 

John.P.Rowe@wv.gov 

www.wvforestry.com/forest_legacy_program.cfm 

	WV County Farmland Protection Boards
Eighteen county boards are now operational. 

Visit website to find your county or call your county government for Farmland Board information. 

www.wvfarmlandprotection.org 

	WV Agricultural Land Protection Authority

Steve Hannah 

West Virginia Department of Agriculture

1900 Kanawha Blvd. E.

Charlestown, WV 25305

304-558-2201
www.wvfarmlandprotection.org/stateAuthority.cfm 
	WV Outdoor Heritage Conservation Fund




