onservation _became a natlonal pﬂonty

EDITOR’'S NOTE: This year marks the 75" anniversary of what
is now the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).
Criginally established by Congress as the Soil Conservation
Service in 1935 following the Dust Bowl's devastating damage to
the nation’s farmland, it launched a partnership between farmers
and the federal government to protect the soil.
Today, this national effort extends to a host of services
. to preserve other natural resources and ensure clean water,
-clean air and productive, sustainable soils. Yet despite all the
new programs and initiatives, “helping peopie help the land”
rermnains NRCS'’s top priority.
- In the following pages, you'll see how actions borne from
a soil conservation disaster have become a triumph for the
American farmer—and this nation—to feed the world and
'protéct_ our most valuable resource. Conservation is, indeed,
phe'of America’s greatest success stories.

_ .'Okla The dust ttaveled o
'bOL[mg wa]l scattermg Wil dh.fe,'stampedmg Catfcle R

‘Tolled toward their omes if1 Clma:ron County, _
massive, dagk, . 4

“and’ leavmg near- total darkniess in its wake..
“I was 11 years old when that storm came-in;’
Wells remembers in- awe “Anythmg that anybody

: says about i 12 I’ve never heard it exaggerated ”

Consewatmn Mﬂestones

" EARLY 19203. Wheat

prices collapse: at war's end.

% "Farmers plant ore wheat
-fo offset lnw pnces

-1910s- 19203-

" Average Tarm sizé and”
" pimribars expand rapidly

.- on the Great Plains. |

1917-1920: “Food will
win the war.” Wheat prices.
escalate with the war.n .
Europe, driving exparnision.

SOURCES: DOUGLAS BELMS, NRCS; "THE DUST BOWL" BY R, DOUGLAS HURT
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PHOTO: ARTHUR ROTHSTEIN

Arthur Coble and his two sons - more soil-friendly lister plow—in favor

run for cover during a dust storm " of the one-way plow, which cut faster
ori their szarror_l. County, Okla., through the sod and killed weéds more =

farm '"".9_3?' ) efficiently. Unfortunately, this destroyed -~
' organic matter and made the prairie

soils more prone to wind erosion. .

- . Drought and high winds in the -

L 19303 dld the Test,. tnppmg sml 0y

“People thought mayb\': the worid
- was.coming to.an end;” Wﬂhams

concurs. “Mor put us- kidsin'the” . a perfeglEorm that ad been buL[dmg:
cellar, and after 2 while we peeked  "in this reg;on for more than 30 yeats:

~ out and could see 3 or 4 fect, so.we - - PLOWING THE PRAIRIE. In the early

. went back in the house. There was an 7. 1900s, farms bégan to grow on the

electric lightbulb in the center ofthe . Plains. right along - with higher: wh
house, and ‘you could just see a pink ~* pricés. Following the mantra “food:
glow from that bulb through the dust .. will win the waz,” > farmers expande

This day was dubbed Black Sunday, - during and Hnmed1ately after World

g Thirties had a silver lmmg.- Pregide

and Cimarron County was near. War L “ Pranklin D. Roosevelt signed the
ground zero of what would become Most usually ignored conservatlon . Conservation Act of 1935 establishin
the Dust Bowl of the 1930s onthe ~ measures—including the use qf:‘t_he L _'.‘-the Soit Conservatio Service. . B

_ S MARQ’H4.,1933&" R
“1931-1937: - . resident Franklin B. v APRIL 14,
Roosevelt is augurated. 1935; Black
Soil and-water - Surday ——
| conservation turns into a e
) New Deal na’uonal pnonty

L_1931: A pumper wheat crop drives dow- L—1929: Congress ANUARY 21,1032¢ 1 APBILﬂ%T-,SQ[_%ﬁ: Congrtgss 1
prices, helping the oncoming drought ‘Cieates first we- msplrmg” is tised ,_'gaisf,i 469 o tons;rvaston R
cause economic disagter for the Great " faderal 5ol erosion desctibe & duster : Cznsewahoﬁrg:rlvnige genct}]ett
Plains. Many farmers give iip listing, . : : g : fio, Texas. ’

Y ive ip TKting oxperiment stations. nklng..ﬂfman 0, 1eKas becomes its first chief.

terracing angd strip-cropping o save costs.
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| CONSERVATION

The Start Of
SOMETHING BIG

The SCS/NRCS has helped farmers adopt practices that
have saved millions of tons of soil. But its_ work extends

beyond protecting the land.

other Nature helped

Hugh Bennett sway
Congress to create the

Soil Conservation Service
With Public Law 46 in 1933, Bennett
becamne the agency’s first chief and
America’s father of soil conservation.

§CS, whose name was changed
to Natural Resources Conservation
Service {INRCS) in 1994, expanded
and took on new partners over the
decades to implement programs to
benefit the soil, water and other
natural resources,

With about 71% of all land in
the lower 48 states privately owned,
foremost among these partners is the
American farmer,

“National conservation action
must spring from people on the land
and, to a large extent, be advanced
by them as individuals, with the help
of government,” Bennett said.

Today, the nation benefits from
a partnership based on technical

1939: By now, farmers following SCS
advice are using proper tllage iools and
accepted practices such as terracing,
strip-cropping, contour plowing and
leaving erop residug on the soil surface
during the wingdy seasorn.

BY KARL WOLFSHOHL

assistance and support from USDA
and guided by farmer-led local
conservation districts.

A TRUE PARTNERSHIP. NRCS chief
Drave White explains: “You can point
to different programs that have been
successful along the way, but I think
our greatest accomplishment is being
trusted by the men and women who

" work the land. Our whole premise

was set up fo respectfully work with
people at the local level.”

Over the years, the agency has
added water, air, plants and wildlife
to the soil it was first charged with
protecting. Since 1935, there have
been miany milestones in American
conservation efforts. (See timeline.)

NRCS histerian Douglas Helms
believes a handful of those milestones

- related to SCS/NRCS stand above the

rest in their reach and importance. *
2= 1935: Public Law 46 creates the
Soil Conservation Service.

& 1937: The Standard Szate Soil

1850s: Drought and
dust storms return 1o
the Great Plains.

1955: No-till research is
given a boost by Paraquat’s

1940: A return of the
wet cycle ends major
dust storms.

1937: The Standard State Scit
Conservation Districts Law
guidas states in establishing
local conservafion districts.

1941-1950: Another
big plow-up. Farmers
prosper, breaking
more sod for wheat in
Colorado and cotton in
Texas and New Mexico,

1954: The Watershed
Pratection and Flood
Prevention Act expands
watershed protection to
all states.

newfound use as a herbicide.

Conservation Districts Law
establishes local districts to lead
conservation planning and allows
farmers to enter into contracts for
help from SCS.

% 1954: The Watershed Protection and
Flood Control Act requires resource
concerns be addressed on a watershed
scale and raises issues with flooding,
& 1985: The Food Security Act

{farm bill) initiates the Conservation
Reserve Program and also puts teeth
into conservation by hnkmg it to
program benefits,

“Conservation tillage made the
Food Security Act possible,” Helms
says. “Otherwise, to meet soil loss
reductions, farmers would have
had to do practices that were much
more expensive, like building lots of
terraces and going to more rotations
that would have taken away their
cash crops.” -

- 1090s: A slew of changes,

including the 1996 farm bill and its
Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP), grants easements for
wetlands and farm preservation.

Decades of conservation measures
have helped decrease soil loss
substantially. For example, the 2007
National Resources Inventory found
that soil erosion on cropland decreased
43% from 1982 to 2007, saving
millions of tons of soil in the U.S.

While challenges still remain,
NRCS's White says the larger issue is

1985: The Conservation Reserve
Program and conservation

compliance are parts of The Food
Security Act.

1973: Kentuckians Harry Young
5l Shirley Phifiips publish their
hook “No-Tillage Earming,” the fir¢
of its Kind. No-till and its variation
gradually spread across Americe,
helping make soil-conservaiion
efforts feasible and affordable.

R
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Equal parts scientist and showman,
Hugh Hammeoend Bennett grew up in the
Southeast and crusadad for national soil
and water conservation measures welf
before the Dust Bowl. _

“Bennett was from Anson County,
N.C., where erosion was evident from
years of pianting cotton,” notes NRCS
historian Douglas Helms,

“He began his career as a soil
surveyor for the USDA in 1903 and
was concerned about soif conservation
throughout the United States.”

Berinett conducted soit surveys
and investigated deciining crop yields,
convinciﬁg himself that soil erbsion was
a problem for rural communities as We_ll_
as farmers. He coauthored a USDA

bulletin in 1928 calling soit erosion *a
national menace.”
" Bennett helped estabiish the Soll

conservation crusader

Erosion Service in the Departrent of

the Interior and became its first director =

in 1933,

A Great Plains duster was predicted . .-

fo blow |nt0_Wash1ngton, D.C., one
day in spring 1935 as Bennett testified
before a U.S. House of Representatives

committee on the bilt that would create o

the Soif Conservation Service.”. .
Legend has it that he tlmed his

_ presentation perfeciiy. As the storm o
arrived, Bennett led committee members =
to a window where they could watchas .
* the dust cloud darkened the capitaf's sky. " - .
The bill passed the Sait Conservat:on o -
Service was formed and Bennett became' S

fts first chief, a posmon he held until 1951
In 2000 The: Progress:ve Farmer
named Hugh Bennett one of

" ‘agriculture’s most mfluential leaders of

the 2Dth Century :

finding ways to conserve natural resources

while growing food on fewer prime
farmland acres for an ever-increasing
population.

The United Nations predicts global food
production will need to double by 2050.

With help from its No. 1 partner, the

American farmer, the NRCS is preparing

to meet these challenges.

“We were created in the New Deal, but
we’re still around today because we're the

real deal,” says Whire, »

1980s: The Environmental Quality Incentives
Program, EQIP, and related ones greatly
expand protaction and financial assistance
far farmland, wetlands and wildlife.

1996-1998: Roundup Ready
tachnology is Infroduced,

aecelerating conservation tillage.

chipping power!

just load a DR® RAPID-FEED™
CHIPPER, step back, and
watch it chip branches up to
5%" thickl

SELF-FEEDING saves time and
energy. Most branches can be dropped
into the hopper and will self-feed,

instead of you having to force-
feed them.

HARNESS YOUR TRACTOR'S
POWER! The 3-Point Hitch
DR® CHIPPER transforms up to
65 HP of tractor power into raw

NG TRACTOR?
NO PROBLEM!
Self-Powered Models
with engines up to

18 HP availghle!




