
 

 

ELK CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 

Meeting Minutes of August 27, 2019 
 

Supervisors Present:      Supervisors Absent:  
Donald Burroughs       
Shirley Hyre            
Rebecca Lilly 
Clark Mollohan        
John Pitsenbarger  
Mike Smalley 
Ken Stowers            
 

Others Present:  Suzie Steele, WVCA/ECD DM; Russell Young, WVCD/ECD Conservation Specialist (via call in); Kirk 
Burroughs, ECD Equipment/OM&R Manager; Tammy Hoover, ECD DA; Kim Fisher, WVCA Area Director; Judith Lyons, 
WVCA Watershed; Andy Sentz, NRCS DC; Brian Sparks, WVU Extension, Nicholas County  
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Mollohan called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. 
  

Pledge of Allegiance was led by Ms. Hyre. 
 

AGENDA:   Ms. Hyre moved to approve the agenda; Mr. Pitsenbarger seconded; motion passed. 
 

July 25, 2019 Minutes:  Ms. Hyre moved to approve the minutes (copy attached); Mr. Smalley seconded; motion 
passed. 
 

Treasurer’s Report/July 2019 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS:  Ms. Hyre reported that all accounts are in good order.  Ms. 

Hyre moved to approve the financials and file for audit; Mr. Smalley seconded; motion passed.  Ms. Hyre also reported 
on the balance in the supervisor travel and per diem account. 
 

PAYMENT OF BILLS:  Ms. Hyre moved to approve the payment of bills (list provided at meeting and attached); Mrs. 
Lilly seconded; motion passed. 
 

REPORTS 
DISTRICT EQUIPMENT/OM&R MANAGER’S REPORT:  Kirk Burroughs reported on equipment rental and that the 
OM&R mowing is almost complete. 
 

DISTRICT MANAGER’S REPORT:  Mrs. Steele reviewed her written report. (copy attached)   
 

DISTRICT ASSISTANT’S REPORT:  Ms. Hoover reviewed her written report. (copy attached) Mr. Burroughs moved to 
authorize Ms. Hyre to attend the grant training at LKCD on September 26 along with Ms. Hoover; Mrs. Lilly seconded; 
motion passed.   
 

WVCA CONSERVATION SPECIALIST REPORT:  Mr. Young (via call in) reported that he has been attending some 
trainings. He asked that any suggestions for the AgEP program and/or funding formulas be submitted to him as soon as 
possible.  There will be a meeting in October to begin planning the FY21 program.  He will be out of the office September 
16-20 for vacation.     
 

AREA DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  Mrs. Fisher reviewed the Agency’s report. (copy attached). 
 

WVCA PERSONNEL:  Ms. Lyons’ reviewed her written report (copy attached).  She then presented information and 
photos from the Buffalo Creek Project.  Annual dam inspections will be in late September or early October.  She reported 
that WVCA staff has been looking at the issues at Camp Caesar and will be working on a plan and exploring cost issues.  
There was a site visit on the Salt Lick site that has a seep that is growing.  The Thrasher Group is working on a proposal to 
fix this issue.  Mrs. Steele reported that the soils tests have been received for all the watershed sites in the district.  She 
also reported that permits are not needed for the work on Salt Lick Sites 4 & 7.  
 

SWA Reports:  Ms. Hyre (Braxton) reported they are renegotiating the recycling center’s lease with the town of 
Gassaway.  They are still needing a part time employee but are using a community service worker presently and that is 
working out nicely.  Mr. Stowers (Nicholas) reported that they are making great progress on closing out the landfill. 
 

NRCS Personnel Report: Mr. Sentz’ reported they are working on finalizing their year as the new fiscal year begins 
October 1.  They hope to have contracts finished by this Friday.   Their FY20 budget is very similar to FY19.  His office met 
their goals in the earliest time frame in 21 years.  There still isn’t any word on his district office relocation/closures. 
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FSA Personnel: None 
 

WVU Extension: Brian Sparks stated that the Forest Service Agency is looking to be more involved in communities.  
There may be some funding available through them for Camp Caesar.  There will be a Forestry Forum in Nicholas 
County on September 10 at Summersville at 10 am at the Convention Center.  He asked that the district have 
representation at this forum.  He reported on a wire worm control/potato project on one farm in Nicholas County.  The 
Potato Festival will be held September 6-7 in Summersville.  This is the 50th anniversary of the festival.  They are doing 
research on how to gain control of Hemp Dogbane.  The Nicholas County Farm Safety Day for all Nicholas County 3rd 
graders will be held October 2 at the Nicholas County Park.  Ms. Hyre mentioned the money the district has available for 
a nature trail in Nicholas County.  She also reported that the Birch River Elementary School High Tunnel will have a 
planting day on September 3 and will be having an open house later in the fall. 
 

Forestry Division: None 
 

CD SUPERVISORS:  Ms. Hyre reported on the WVACD Quarterly Meeting and trainings to be held in October.  They 
are having a planning call in on August 29.  The Appalachian Grazing Conference planning committee will meet 
September 19 at 10 am at MCD.  The next AGC will be held in March 2021.  The Envirothon committee will be meeting 
September 4 at 10 am at the ECD/WVCA conference room.  There will be a statewide Envirothon teacher training on 
September 30 at Holly Gray Park.  The 5th topic for 2020 is Water Management.  Mr. Smalley attended the North 
American Strawberry Growers Association Conference in Pennsylvania.  He reminded everyone that the Webster County 
Fair is celebrating its 100th anniversary this year.  The fair begins September 4 at Camp Caesar and there will be a farm to 
table dinner on Wednesday.  Mrs. Lilly reported that she has reached out to a few people concerning the open position 
for a Clay County supervisor.   
 

COMMITTEE ACTIONS: 
AG ENHANCEMENT:  None 
BUILDING:  Mr. Burroughs reported that the roof to the storage building will be painted soon. 
COMMUNICATION:  Ms. Hyre reported that there was a meeting held last week.  Davin White with WVCA will be 
distributing a district activities list.   
EDUCATION:  None 
EQUIPMENT:  None 
FINANCE:  None 
FORESTRY:  None 

GRASSLANDS:  Mr. Burroughs reported that the next meeting will be held in October.   
LEGISLATIVE:  Mr. Pitsenbarger reported that they had a meeting to discuss Ag Day, but no decisions were made.   
PROJECT:  None 
WATER QUALITY: None 
 

OLD BUSINESS  

• SPRP Contract:  ECD 2018-08-22 SPRP Buffalo Creek Widen Project – No Action 

• Transfer of Big Ditch OM&R Funds to Camp Caesar Flood Repair Co-Admin Account – No Action 

• 2019 Conservation Farms, Grasslands Farms, & Forestry Recognitions – No Action 

• WVACD Member at Large – Mr. Pitsenbarger moved to nominate Mr. Brian Sparks, Nicholas County WVU 
Extension Agent; Mr. Smalley seconded; motion passed. 

• WVACD Honorary Member – Mr. Pitsenbarger moved to nominate Mr. Donald Burroughs; Mr. Smalley 
seconded; motion passed. 

• FY20 Potato Bag Program (Cooperator asking about purchasing extra bags and/or selling outside of district) – 
Ms. Hyre moved to not sell additional bags to ECD cooperators; Mr. Smalley seconded; motion passed.  Mr. 
Pitsenbarger moved to not offer bags for sale to cooperators outside of the ECD; Ms. Hyre seconded; motion 
passed. 

 

NEW BUSINESS & CORRESPONDENCE 

• Policy Update of Meeting Date(s) – Mr. Pitsenbarger moved to update policy to have regular monthly board 
meetings on the 4th Tuesday unless otherwise deemed necessary by the board due to holidays, inclement 
weather, or other unforeseen circumstances; Mr. Burroughs seconded; motion passed. 

• District Annual Banquet – Ms. Hyre moved to hold the banquet on October 1, 2019 at 6 pm at the Nicholas 
County Senior Center; Mr. Burroughs seconded; motion passed.   
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NEW BUSINESS & CORRESPONDENCE (cont.) 

• Replacement of Trash Racks on 2 ECD Watershed Dams (Salt Lick 4 & 6) – Mr. Smalley moved to use the 
state-wide contract for the replacement of the racks; Mrs. Lilly seconded; motion passed. 

• Pilot OM&R Program – Mrs. Fisher stated that since the ECD uses their own crew to do general maintenance the 
pilot program doesn’t pertain to them.  They only must use a different work crew for items that the district does 
not have the equipment and/or manpower to complete.  There is additional work needing done on Salt Lick Sites 
4, 6, & 7.  After much discussion, Ms. Hyre moved to put this work out for bid to the district work crews.  The 
motion died for lack of a second.  Mrs. Lilly moved to have the Southern Conservation District work crew 
complete this maintenance/repair; Mr. Stowers seconded; motion passed with Ms. Hyre voting no. 

• Nicholas County Grant for Butterfly and Tadpole Kits for 1st grades – Ms. Hoover presented the draft grant 
application (copy attached).  Mr. Stowers voted to submit the grant application; Ms. Hyre seconded; motion 
passed.  

 

AgEP PAYMENTS 
Overpayment of $15.40 to Lawrence A. Shaver 
Payment to Kathryn Boggs (Webster Co.) – FY19 Lime - $443.10 
Ms. Hyre moved to not request the overpayment be returned from Mr. Shaver and to approve the payment to Mrs. 
Boggs; Mrs. Lilly seconded; motion passed. 
 

DEP – No Comments 
Southeaster Land, LLC – Renewal 5, Permit S201293 – Grant & Jefferson Districts, Clay County 
Lexington Coal Company, LLC – Renewal, Permit O302093 – Summersville District, Nicholas County 
 

Being no further business to attend to and on motion by Mr. Burroughs, seconded by Mr. Smalley, Chairman 
Mollohan declared the meeting adjourned at 12:15 pm.  
 

DATES TO REMEMBER: (OFFICE CLOSED/ECD MEETINGS) 
Aug 27-28 State Conservation Farm Tours 
Sep 2  ECD OFFICE CLOSED – Labor Day 
Sep 4  Envirothon Committee Meeting – 10 AM 
Sep 4-7  Webster County Fair 
Sep 5-6   DM Out of Office 
Sep 6-7  50th Anniv. Potato Festival in Summersville 
Sep 10  ECD Executive Committee Meeting – 10 AM 
Sep 10  Forestry Forum at Summersville - 10 AM 
Sep 16-20 Conservation Specialist Out of Office 
Sep 16  DM Out of Office 
Sep 17  WV Food & Farm Coalition Meeting at ECD 
Sep 19-22 Clay County Golden Delicious Festival 
Sep 24  ECD Board Meeting – 10 AM 
Sep 26  Grant Training at LKCD – Dist. Assist. 
Oct 2  Envirothon Committee Meeting – 10 AM 
Oct 2  Nicholas County 3rd Grade Farm Safety Day 

Oct 1  ECD Annual Banquet – Nicholas County 
Oct 8  ECD Executive Committee Meeting – 10 AM 
Oct 14   ECD OFFICE CLOSED – Columbus Day 
Oct 21-25 DM Out of Office 
Oct 21-23 WVACD Meeting @ Flatwoods Days Hotel 
Oct 24  ECD Board Meeting – 10 AM 
Nov 6  Envirothon Committee Meeting – 10 AM 
Nov 11  ECD OFFICE CLOSED – Veterans’ Day 
Nov 19  ECD Board Meeting – 10 AM 
Nov 28-29 ECD OFFICE CLOSED – Thanksgiving 
Dec 4  Envirothon Committee Meeting – 10 AM 
Dec 17 ECD Board Meeting – 10 AM & Christmas 

Luncheon immediately following meeting 
Dec 24-25 ECD OFFICE CLOSED – Christmas Holiday 
Dec 31-Jan 1 ECD OFFICE CLOSED – New Year Holiday 
Jan 31  Ag Day at the Capitol 

 


