
Little Kanawha Conservation District

Board of Supervisors Meeting

January 16, 2020, 10:00 AM

Mill Run USDA Service Center, Parkersburg, WV
Attending were:
* Supervisors Attending ( Supervisors by Conference Call




*Ivan Banks, Ritchie County

*Bob Buchanan, Wood County 

*Dexter Graham, Wood County

*Mike Nichols, Ritchie County

*Sam Sheets, Roane County

 Thanh Ashman, Roane County

*Roger Shaver, Wirt County

*Roseann Adams, Wirt County 

*Dale Cunningham, Calhoun County

Others attending or ( Others by Conference Call:

  Delmas Carr, Wood County Associate Supervisor

  Kim Fisher, WVCA

  DJ Allen, LK RC&D  

  Kaitlyn Murphy, WVCA 

  Jessica Nichols, WVCA

Call to order & Pledge of Allegiance 

· Bob Buchanan called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

· Delmas Carr led the pledge.  Pledge recited by all.

District Business

Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Motion to approve as presented was made by Sam Sheets.  Second by Mike Nichols.  Majority approved.  Motion carried

Approval of Financial Reported Items – District meeting packet pages 1-20
· Dexter Graham talked about a letter he received from Peoples Bank.  Bob Buchanan explained the pledged securities issue.  Sam Sheets made motion to sign the agreement second by Dale Cunningham.  Majority approved.  Motion carried.  
· Motion to move funds of $7,000 from the line item of Education in the CDO Funds account to the Conservation Services line item to purchase new lime spreader was made by Dexter Graham and second by Mike Nichols.  Question on the motion.  Majority approved.  Motion carried.  
· State budget is to stay the same with $3,000,000.00 funds coming in to assist on dams.  
· Motion to approve information and file for audit was made by Roseann Adams and second by Sam Sheets.  Majority approved.  Motion carried. 
Approval of Cooperators 

Agreements – None

 

Terminations – None
Correspondence – Non-Action Items – For Copy Upon Request

· Other District’s Newsletters

· DNR – New Stream Permit Procedures 
· Bank Statements – December 2019

· District Account

· CDO Funds Account

· District Projects Account

· Interest Account

· Wire Account

· North Fork Hughes River (NFHR) Account

Correspondence – Action Items – 
· Annual Watershed Celebration Funding Request – 

District meeting packet page 21.  Roger Shaver moved to contribute $100.  Second by Dexter Graham.  Majority approved.  Motion carried.  
· National Watershed Coalition Membership – 

District meeting packet page 22.  Roseann Adams moved to join Watershed Coalition in the amount of $75.  Second by Roger Shaver.  Majority approved.  Motion carried.  Questions at to what information we receive from them.  
· Progressive Farmer Educational Meetings – 

District meeting packet pages 23-32.  Dexter Graham moved to sponsor the educational opportunity in the amount of$450.  Second by Roger Shaver. Majority approved.  Motion carried.  Roger Shaver mentioned the meeting this evening in Wood County stating that it will be about the services offered by the District, NRCS and FSA.
Report of Agencies and Others

LKCD Associate Supervisors Report

No report
Field Staff Report, NRCS, District, Jason Crislip

In training 
Field Staff Report, Forestry
No report
Field Staff Report, WVCA – District meeting packet pages 33-35
Please see report and call with questions.
FSA, Eleanor Grogg 
Unable to attend.  Out on maternity leave.

WV DNR Report

Unable to attend.
LK RC&D Report
· Memorandum of Understanding – District meeting packet pages 36-40.  Sam Sheets made motion to sign the Memorandum of Understanding.  Second by Roger Shaver.  Majority approved.  Motion carried.
· Grant funds are available for land and water use.  Sign is the same for other grants the dates being mid-December to March 12th.  

· Sam Sheets and Thanh Ashman are on the Garden Committee.  Garden sites will be offered first to veterans.    
· The lavender is supposed to be planted by now but has been delayed.  The plastic is now in place and planting is now scheduled for the spring.  

Solid Waste Authority Report
· They are meeting today.  Starting to prepare for this up coming year.  
· Discussed Youth Conservation Day at North Bend State Park.  Motion to participate jointly was made by Sam Sheets.  Second by Dale Cunningham.  Majority approved.  Motion carried.  57th Annual will be held on the third weekend in May.  May 16th.    
WVU Extension

Roane County Master gardener courses to be held on Wednesday’s from January 29th thru April 29th if there is enough interest.  
Special Items of Interest

Emergency Watershed Program/Stream Protection & Restoration Program 

Kim Fisher reported on the change of information that we received from DNR.  This will not affect the District as it deals with Natural Stream Design.    
North Fork Hughes River Updates & Issues
· Debris Removal Update  
· Mike Nichols reported that he and Bob Buchanan went to the Ritchie County Commission meeting.  They presented the proposed increase from $5,000 to $7,500 for operation and maintenance on NFHR Dam.  The amount will stay the same for FY20 and will increase to $7,500 for FY21.  Bob Buchanan wrote a letter regarding the increase so that they will have that for their record.  The Ritchie County Commission made a motion to sign the FY20 agreement.  After signature Jessica Nichols will then invoice them for the $5,000.  They discussed the boom with them as well.  The drilling on core samples will start on Tuesday.  
· The head of DNR doesn’t have issues with Steve Jones doing the mowing and weed eating portion of the operation and maintenance for the dam.  Charleston had been a hold up in the past, but they are now on board with allowing this to be done.  Motion to meet with DNR regarding the mowing and weed eating was made by Sam Sheets and second by Roger Shaver.  Majority approved.  Motion carried.  

· The thought is that the contractor when putting in the boom can take the debris out at the same time.  If not Tygarts Valley CD and Southern CD will be requested for Not to Exceed quotes.  
· Failure of boom at Elk Fork Dam was discussed.  
· Need to write a report and put together as a presentation to be given to the legislative individuals from our area.  
· Gas Well Update - Jessica discussed.  
· Two division are bickering about which will handle the bonding of the well.  The District can not be released from its bond until this is taken care of.  

· The OP-77 form for transfer of the well has been completed and notarized.   
Ag and Forestry Hall of Fame
· Deward Offutt’s name was mentioned.  
Elections – Discussed.  Dexter Graham, Thanh Ashman and Roger Shaver will be running for re-election.   Ivan Banks has decided not to run.  There is still an opening in Calhoun County.
Field Day

· Mike Nichols discussed the field day to be held at the farm of Norma Davis.  Looking at a date of April 18th or 25th for the field day.  Farm Bureau would like to partner as a joint field day.  They would serve drinks and the District would supply pizza possibly.  Work to set the 25th as the date.  Motion to spend up to $500 on supplies for the event was made by Roseann Adams and second by Dale Cunningham.  Majority approved.  Motion carried.  
Local, National & State Meeting Report

Envirothon Committee 
· Sam Sheets reported that the Site Committee will meet on the 29th and look at Camp Dawson for future events.  
· Sam Sheets has volunteer forms.  

· The contest is April 16th and 17th.  There are group rates for Wednesday and Thursday but not for Friday. 
LKCD Jr. Envirothon Committee

· Committee meeting on January 2nd.  Next meeting January 29th at 10:00 a.m.  
· Roseann Adams discussed Jr. Envirothon’s in Pennsylvania and Virginia.  
· Discussed training kits. 
· Discussed attending competitions that are to be held in Pennsylvania.  There are 2 Envirothon’s on May 5th and 6th that could be attended to learn how they handle things at a District level.  
· It is proposed to be a one-day event in the fall.  
· Wood or Wirt county 4-H camps were discussed as venues.  
· T shirts for participants.  
· Awards were discussed possible jackets with embroidery being done before being presented at the District Awards Banquet. 
· A meeting is to be set up this spring to invite instructors and advisors.   
Appalachian Grazing Conference Committee 
· Reported on location of Water Front Hotel in Morgantown.  

· Dates for next Conference are May 11th & 12th of 2021.  
· Managing Water and Grasslands are to be the topics.  

· Registration fees are $200.  
· They have started receiving sponsorship funds.  
· Speaker fees were mentioned.  
Grazing Land Committee
· Gave updated information from the meeting.  
· The State field day is being planned.  
· Next meeting is scheduled for April 3rd and Elk Conservation District.
Communications Committee  
· Items mentioned during the call.

· Banners for Ag Day.  
· Braxton County working on a green house.  
· April 2nd Envirothon Training.  
· Guyan Conservation District is working on a potato project.  
· There is a new soil trailer in the works.  
Active District Committee Reports

Equipment Committee 
· New lime spreader to go to Spencer.  
· Dexter Graham already knows of four people wanting to bid on the old spreader.  
· Replacement fins for the lime spreaders have been ordered.  
· Discussed the value and depreciated value of the old spreader.  
· Motion to advertise the sale of the old spreader and requesting sealed bids and the right to reject any and all bids was made by Roseann Adams.  Second by Mike Nichols.  Majority approved.  Motion carried.  
Ag Enhancement Committee
· Reminder Letter – District meeting packet pages 41-42
Kaitlyn Murphy discussed the reminder letters.  Sam Sheets moved to send out the letters.  Second by Roger Shaver.  Majority approved.  Motion carried.
· Sam Sheets felt that changes to the program should be turned in sooner and approved in January and sign up should be taken sooner as well.  Discussed potential new practices.  

· Payments

· Delores Longfellow – Critical Area Planting – $400.00

· Michael Williams – Heavy Use Area – $2,000.00 

Sam Sheets made motion to accept payments as present.  Second by Dexter Graham.  Majority approved.  Motion carried.  
· Cancellations 
· None
Budget Committee
Nothing at this time.  
District Manager, Jessica Nichols – District meeting packet page 43
· April has a conflict with the Envirothon.  Changed to April 23rd for board meeting.  
· Mike Nichols moved to approve with the change second by Roseann Adams Majority approved.  Motion carried.  
WVCA Report, Kim Fisher – District meeting packet pages 44-45
· March Personnel Plan is due.  Please put on February agenda. 
· Ag Day details discussed. 
· The Watershed Meeting will be held at 9:15 a.m. in the breakfast room.  Following the breakfast at Ag Day.  

· State fair sign up can be done thru the District Manager.  

Closing Activities

Calendar of Events

January 20th – Martin Luther King Day – Office Closed

January 21st-22nd – WVACD Quarterly Meeting – Flatwoods

January 31st – Ag Day at the Capitol

February 11th – Board Meeting – Mill Run – 10 a.m.
February 17th Presidents Day – Office Closed

March 10th - Board Meeting – Mill Run – 10 a.m.

April 23rd - Board Meeting – Mill Run – 10 a.m.

May 12th – Election Day – District Office Closed

May 14th - Board Meeting – Mill Run – 10 a.m.

May 25th – Memorial Day – Office Closed

June 9th - Board Meeting – Mill Run – 10 a.m.
June 19th – Statehood Day Observed – District Office Closed
Motion to Adjourn by Mike Nichols and second by Dale Cunningham.  Majority approved.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 10:35 a.m.

These minutes respectfully submitted by Roseann Adams, LKCD Secretary and Jessica Nichols, Recorder.  

____________________________

______________________________

Bob Buchanan, LKCD Chairman


Roseann Adams, LKCD Secretary

Date approved:  ___________________
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