Little Kanawha Conservation District

Board of Supervisors Meeting

March 10, 2020, 10:00 AM

Mill Run USDA Service Center, Parkersburg, WV
Attending were:
* Supervisors Attending ( Supervisors by Conference Call




  Ivan Banks, Ritchie County

*Bob Buchanan, Wood County 

*Dexter Graham, Wood County

*Mike Nichols, Ritchie County

*Sam Sheets, Roane County

  Thanh Ashman, Roane County

*Roger Shaver, Wirt County

*Roseann Adams, Wirt County 

*Dale Cunningham, Calhoun County

Others attending or ( Others by Conference Call:

  Jeff McElfresh, Wood County Associate Supervisor

  Sierra Cox, Roane County Associate Supervisor

  Mikayla Hayes, LKCD 

(Judith Lyons, WVCA 
Call to order & Pledge of Allegiance 

· Bob Buchanan called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

· Sam Sheets led the pledge.  Pledge recited by all.

District Business

Minutes of Previous Meeting 
· Bob Buchanan voiced concerns that he didn’t want Tygarts Valley CD to get the wrong impression about the work to be done on NFHR automatically going to them.  The was the minutes from 2-26-2020 were written it almost sounded that way. 

· Motion to accept the minutes from 2-11-2020 and the continuation of the meeting on 2-26-2020 as presented was made by Mike Nichols.  Second by Sam Sheets.  Majority approved.  Motion carried.   
Approval of Financial Reported Items - District meeting packet pages 1-17
· Dexter Graham talked about the Budget Committee Meeting to be held this afternoon.
· Roger Shaver moved to accept the financial report.  Second by Mike Nichols.  Majority approved.  Motion carried. 

Approval of Cooperators 

Agreements – None

 

Terminations – None
Correspondence – Non-Action Items – For Copy Upon Request

· January 29th Monthly Communications Call Information
· Bank Statements – February 2019

· District Account

· CDO Funds Account

· District Projects Account

· Interest Account

· Wire Account

· North Fork Hughes River (NFHR) Account
Correspondence – Action Items – 
· Wirt County Wetland Day Funding Request – District meeting packet page 18 Mike Nichols moves to support the Wirt County Wetland Day in the amount of $1,000.  Second by Roger Shaver.  Majority approved.  Motion carried.  
· Jr Conservation Camp – District meeting packet pages 19-21
Motion to send funds in the amount of $350 the equivalent of 2 campers was made by Sam Sheets and second by Roger Shaver.  Majority approved.  Motion carried.  
Report of Agencies and Others

LKCD District Supervisors Report

· Mike Nichols stated that he and Bob Buchanan went to the Tracey Lake Park Board meeting and discussed with them the building of a road for better maintenance of the Bonds Creek O&M.  Possibly asking the County Commission to be a financial sponsor of the project as well.   An easement was mentioned.  
LKCD Associate Supervisors Report

Nothing at this time. 

Field Staff Report, NRCS, District, Jason Crislip

· Mikayla Hayes reported for Jason Crislip.  All staff are working on conservation planning ahead of the March 20th sign up deadline. 
· Staff will be detailed to the Buckeye office over the next 3 weeks to help with Farm Bill Workload.
· Mikayla Hayes’ work for the District has included 67 soil tests in four counties and the next LKCD Newsletters is almost ready to go to print.  
Field Staff Report, Forestry
Vern Stephens has requested that we add him to the list to receive email notices of the meetings.  
Field Staff Report, WVCA – District meeting packet pages 32-54
· No customer contact reports this past month.  

· Judith Lyons submitted information on O&M workorders.  These were reviewed.  Mowing cost came under scrutiny.  The Pullman and Walker Creek O&M Funds were both short this past year.  
· Judith Lyons gave an update on information from Potesta.  Levi Scherpenberg is requested to let the District know as soon as he has the report from Potesta.  Two weeks was mentioned as a time frame.   
FSA, Eleanor Grogg 
Out on leave still.  
WV DNR Report

Unable to attend.

LK RC&D Report
· Mini Grants are due by 4:00 p.m. on March 12th. 
· One will be done for the LKCD Jr. Envirothon.   

Solid Waste Authority Report
· They are looking at buying a building down near the flood wall in Parkersburg.  This could be a possible farmers market location near point park.  
· They have ordered items for the Environmental Youth Day at North Bend State Park.  They will also supply prizes for use with the question wheel.  He has sent in the question that will be asked during that day.  
· Their funds have been dropping.  They haven’t been receiving as much from the gas and oil industries.  

· They have purchased additional property for the land fill.  
WVU Extension
Unable to attend. 
Special Items of Interest

Emergency Watershed Program/Stream Protection & Restoration Program
Nothing at this time.
North Fork Hughes River Updates & Issues
· Debris Removal Update - Reported earlier by Judith Lyons
· Gas Well Update – Jessica Nichols reported that she had talked to Paul Redford the District Administrator for DNR.  They are planning to cap the well.  It was shown two weeks ago, and they are just waiting on the final cost before proceeding.  At our request he will contact Melanie Hankins with DEP to confirm what additional paperwork is needed to release the District from the Irrevocable Letter of Credit (typically referred to as the “bond”) which was purchased due to the Letter of Credit Bonding Commitment the District signed back in the late 80’s or early 90’s.  
District Employee Position
Sam Sheets will rewrite the application to better fit the needs of the District.  It will be sent to the local papers, colleges and Vo-tech centers.  Starting salary was discussed.  Sam Sheets moved to start the position at $11.00 an hour.  Second by Roseann Adams.  Majority approved.  Motion carried.  Interviewing panel will be Roger Shaver, Sam Sheets and Jeff McElfresh.
Meeting Dates & Locations 

April 23rd at 1:30 p.m. Parkersburg regular meeting
· Start of Meeting/Farm Tours – Meetings will start at 9:30 a.m. on these days.

May 14th – Wood – District Office – 9:30a.m.
June 9th – Ritchie – Ellenboro Municipal Building – 9:30 a.m.
July 16th – Wirt – Sportsman’s Park – 9:30 a.m.
August – Roane – Spencer Service Center – 9:30 a.m.
September – Calhoun – Location to be determined – 9:30 a.m. 
Dexter Graham, Dale Cunningham, Roger Shaver and Roseann Adams will select Outstanding Farmers.  
Land Judging Contest
Contact soil scientist 4-7-8 of May are the dates that are we would like.  Possible use of David Cain’s farm.  He will need to be asked.  Motion to hold contest the first week of May and supply food and porta john for up to $600.00 was made by Mike Nichols.  Second by Roger Shaver.  Majority approved.  Motion carried.    

Century Farm Applicants 
Two applications were received.  Motion to accept the applications made by Mike Nichols.  Second by Sam Sheets.  Majority approved.  Motion carried.  
Records Retention Policy & Procedures  

Motion to approve the retention of records policy by Sam Sheets and second by Dexter Graham.  Majority approved.  Motion carried.  
Local, National & State Meeting Report

Local, National or State Meeting Report

Nothing at this time.
Envirothon Committee 
Motion to pay for one team from each county was made by Sam Sheets at a cost of up to $736.00 per team.  Second by Roseann Adams.  Dexter Graham moved to amend the motion to allow for two teams from one county if not needed in another county.  Second by Roger Shaver.  Majority approved.  Motion carried. 
LKCD Jr. Envirothon Committee

· Roseann Adams reported on the information that has been decided so far.  
· Hard copy application only will be accepted.  
· Contest will be September 3rd at Mountwood Park, 10 a.m.  
· Estimated budget of $8,000.
· Information is to be out by April 1st.

· April 27th is the informational meeting at WVUP.  
· March 16th is the next committee meeting at about 10:00.   
Appalachian Grazing Conference Committee 
Conference is scheduled for the 11th, 12th and 13th of March 2021.

Registration cost is set at $200.00.  
Grazing Land Committee
Contest to be held on April 10th during the Beef Expo.
Communications Committee  
Elk CD are hosting a tree sale till March 18th, pick up will be April 1st & 2nd.  
Active District Committee Reports

Equipment Committee 
· Dexter Graham has one spreader at his house working on it.  

· The equipment has started to move with the spring weather.  
Ag Enhancement Committee
· Meeting on the 17th of March will be teleconference only.  
· The decisions will be made on funding formula.  
Budget Committee
Meeting this afternoon.
District Manager, Jessica Nichols 
District Managers meeting changed to a teleconference.    
WVCA Report, Kim Fisher

Please call with questions. 
Closing Activities

Calendar of Events

March 16th – Jr. Envirothon Committee Meeting – District Office at 10 a.m.

March 25th – Communications Call – 9 a.m.

April 23rd – Board Meeting – Mill Run – 1:30 p.m.

April 25th – Farm Field Day – Ritchie County, Norma Davis Farm – 10 a.m.
April 27th – Jr. Envirothon Meeting Informational – WVUP at 6:30 p.m.

May 12th – Election Day – District Office Closed

May 14th – Board Meeting – Mill Run – 9:30 a.m. followed by a farm tour
May 16th – Youth Environmental Days – North Bend State Park

May 25th – Memorial Day – Office Closed

June 9th – Board Meeting – Ritchie County – 9:30 a.m. followed by a farm tour
June 19th – Statehood Day Observed – District Office Closed
July 3rd – July 4th Observed – District Office Closed
July 16th – Wirt County – 9:30 a.m. followed by a farm tour

August 11th – Roane County – 9:30 a.m. followed by a farm tour

September 7th – Labor Day – Office Closed 

September 8th – Calhoun County – 9:30 a.m. followed by a farm tour

October 12th – Columbus Day – Office Closed
October 15th – Board Meeting – Mill Run – 10 a.m.
November 3rd – Election Day – Office Closed
November 10th – Board Meeting – Mill Run – 10 a.m.
November 11th – Veteran’s Day – Office Closed
November 26th – Thanksgiving Day – Office Closed
November 27th – Lincoln’s Day – Office Closed

December 10th – Board Meeting – Mountwood Park – 9:30 a.m. followed by a covered dish luncheon at noon

December 24th – Christmas Eve – Office Closed ½ Day

December 25th – Christmas Day – Office Closed
December 31st – New Year’s Eve – Office Closed ½ Day

Motion to Adjourn

Dexter Graham moved to adjourn second by Roseann Adams.  Majority approved.  Motion carried. 
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