

Monongahela Conservation District
Monthly Meeting Minutes
July 1, 2021
9:30 Am


Call to order
Chairman Rick Abel called to order the regular meeting of the Monongahela Conservation District at 9:30 a.m. on, July 1, 2021, at the Steve Lebnick Agricultural Center in Morgantown, WV in person and via teleconference. 
Roll call+
Chairman Rick Abel introduced those present and passed around a sign-in sheet. The following persons were present: Supervisors: Rick Abel, Chuck Cienawski, Ed Utterback, Art Mouser, Mark Myers, Andy Price Associate, Jean Conley Associate, H.R. Scott Associate, Andrew Price Associate Gene Saurborn, and Bill Shockey WVU Extension. Others present were Jeremy Salyer (WVCA), Sigrid Teets (WVCA), Gene Saurborn (WVCA), Ed Martin (WVCA), Rudy Williams (WVDOF), Bill Shockey (Extension), HR Scott (Extension), Dustin Adkins (NRCS), Tom Basden WVU Extension, William King (King & Sons), Randall Kocsis (Farmer),Jeremy Slayer ( WVCA) and Dee Horner (WVCA)

Pledge of Allegiance 
Prayer
Approval of June Meeting Minutes

Art moved to approve the June 3, 2021, minutes. Seconded by Chuck. Motion carried.

Approval of financial statements 
 Credit Card Receipts and Statements- Chuck moved to approve the Credit Card Receipts and Statements. Seconded by Art. Motion carried.

 General/CDO financial statements-Utterback moved to approve the General/CDO Financial Statements. Seconded by Mouser. Motion carried.

Co-Administered Funds Financial Statements- Art made motion to defer accepting this until later date, the Co-Administered Funds Financial Statements. Seconded by Ed.  Motion carried. 

Rick stated that all funds will be run through, United and he will be getting the CEO report from, them. Rick also stated that Bookwise keeps a close watch on all funds.
Visitors Comments –
      Randall Kocis (Farmer), Appeared before the board to state his concerns/ questions. He went on to state that his farm lays in two different counties, and it’s been very frustrating to understand, just how he would proceed with getting funds from two different districts. Mr. Kocis went on to state, that he had completed all paperwork for Mon district, to be told that most of his land sits in Harrison County, which is the West Fork District. He voiced. He stated that he would like to have some guidance and would like to work with Monongahela District. Rick replied to him stating that each district is different in the state of West Virginia, and we must follow policy.  Mr. Kocis then ask if he should redo the paperwork for Mon or West Fork district. Rick stated he should move forward with doing, so.

Cooperating Agencies
Rudy Williams, Discussed Fire Academy was doing well. He also discussed the free tree giveaway, being offered by All Star Ecology. Chuck stated he will get information out to everyone, then Rick suggested maybe have one person go pick them up and bring them back to Monongahela District for pickup.
WV Division of Forestry- 

Watershed Division- 
Gene stated that Upper Decker’s Creek II, still working on getting information. Upper Buffalo Creek 4 Time Frame for job showing. Need an LOR of $40,000 to supplement funding. Rick asks Jeremy if we could act on this, Jeremy stated it would have to be placed on next meeting agenda. Rick stated that Ed is working with Mannington Watershed Division on a meeting and those letters will be going out to notify everyone of said meeting. Rick also stated that we have sponsorship agreements and on cannot hold the other responsible. Also, that we need to get back to being more involved in this agreement. Chuck stated that Mannington will be actively working and staying involved, as well.

EWP and SSRP-

Awareness/Education needs to be brought to the meeting taking place on 8/25/2021with Mannington City Council.

Conservation Specialist – 
Sigrid stated that all Agep payment have been completed and sent out. Also hat the Database is totally completed as well. Also, there will be a Agep committee meeting on 07/22/2021@ 9AM at the Mon District Office. Sigrid also reported that Mon District had $105,000approved funds, and paid out approximately $54,000. Not sure of the total amount for next year currently.


WVU Extension
Shockey- Provided information on an upcoming winter dinner he is currently working on. There will be four meetings in February 2022, most people would prefer to have a dinner and meetings. Shockey stated, the extension will be asking the district for some support. Shockey stated that the Buckwheat Festival is moving forward for 2021, it will run from the last Thursday of September thru the first weekend of October. Also, that the extension job has been listed for Monongahela County.
.

NRCS- Adkins reported there is 23 contracts completed, and he would like to see a higher number up to 28/29. Rick asks about a meeting date with NRCS & Mon District, stated this should be a winter meeting. Dustin will inform district when meeting is scheduled.


FSA- Art informed every one of the terrible news of Roger Poling’s passing. Rick asks if we could contribute to the family. Due to the fact there will be no funeral. Jean stated that is not allowed within the policies of the district.




Solid Waste Authority- 
Ed – No Report Chuck stated that cardboard and plastic prices have increased. Also, that they hired two additional drivers. Chuck clarified that Jim McDonald (Marion County), Hayward Helmick (Monongalia County), and Annie Brode (Preston County, serve as our representatives for the Mon District.

Administrative Specialist
Dee stated the cost of the Square to accept credit cards is 3.5 percent per transaction and will need to be linked to the bank account. Rick stated the up charge will be discussed at next meeting.
WVCA Area Director- 
Jeremy discussed that September 7,2021 will be the day everyone returns to the office to work. It has a few exceptions if someone request to telework prior to July 15,2021, with approval from supervisor this would be put in place. Jeremy stated he would not know everyone schedule until after the 15 of July. Also, the bids for FY 2022 needs to be put out. Audit- Dee will contact Jeremy on this.

   Invoices-
Bookwise Business Service July 2021 - $300.00
Bright Law Firm Invoice # 1260 $1,170.00
Bright Law Firm Invoice # 1308 $1,216.40
Bright Law Firm Invoice # 1363 $ 1,734.64
Valley Fuels Invoice 3/31/2021-4/10/2021 $ 1,734.64
 Mark moved to approve the invoice for Bookwise Business Service’s accounting services in the amount of $300.00. Also moved to approve Bright Law Firm invoices, also Valley Fuel invoice. Seconded by.  Chuck Motion carried.
Approval of Supervisor Travel and Per Diem Claims 
Art Mouser-$              Chuck Cienawski- $              Richard Abel- $
Ed Utterback-$             Jim McDonald- $                  Mark Myers- $                    Jean Conley-$

 Mark moved to approve Supervisor payments as submitted and authorized when they arrive from the bookkeeper. Seconded by Ed. Motion carried.

New Business

Bill King from King & Son Rental presented to the board the cost associate with the rental of equipment for the district. HE shared it hard to get repairs completed on the equipment before another farmer needs to use it. He went on to say every phone call King and Sons take for equipment rental is logged, and then the district is charged for these phone calls. The charge for this is $75.00 per hour, and billed in fifteen minute increments. Chuck stated that the rental of equipment does bring more people into the store.  Bill will discuss these charges with his wife and report back to the board. Rick suggested to defer back to the committee and allow them to make changes to the rental rates.


August Board Meeting will be held in Preston County, August 5,2021. Location to determined.
September Board Meeting will be held in Marion County location to be determined.

Ordering of Spiral Bound Pocket Pals for 2022.
Art made a motion to order pocket pals same amount as last year at a cost of $548.01, and Chuck seconded. Motion Carried. 
Rick asks if the board could add another Co- Associate supervisor?
   Motion made by Mark.  Seconded by Art to add additional Supervisor. Motion Carried
New Co- Associate  Supervisor will be H.R. Scott.





1. Committee Reports:

Finance- Rick will be move Wesbanco to First United and the Wesbanco account will be closed as soon as all checks have cleared. Rick stated that Co-Administered funds run through the state. United Bank is a pass-through account. First United is where everything goes. Chuck as kif we could get a quarterly update on the CD we have. Rick will get this.
Education- Mark reported that Mineral County FFA team won the Environmental competition, and they have some training at Cooper’s Rock.
Legislation/Policy- Mark- Governor is trying to get everyone back to work.
Grasslands- no report 
Safety/Buildings and Grounds- Chuck reported that Billy Ray (Grounds Keeper), has removed all the old mulch and has ran the weed eater around the fence. Also suggested we plant some flowers around the building. Rick and Chuck place a sign up in the back of the building for the Chestnut trees. Rick stated that Billy Ray does have key so he may keep up with the weeds. Rick stated that NRCS is rewriting a new lease.
   Ag Enhancement- 
   Bruce discussed how Weed Wiper works in much detail. He stated they paid around $3,500 dollars for there’s. Sigrid texted Cheryl at the West Fork District and ask how many times a year they rent there Weed Wiper, Cheryl Stated only a few times. Tm Badsen explained the use of the Hay Probe and GPS system, in much detail. He has offered to allow the district to try his and then decide if the district would find one beneficial to all farmers.

Correspondence- None.	
Public Comment- None. 

Supervisor Reports
- Mark Myers– Has a black bear coming around each evening.
· Ed Utterback – First Cutting Hay almost complete.
- Art Mouser – Purchased a new sprayer
- Jim McDonald– no report.
- Chuck Cienawski – Working on Hay
· Richard Abel – Working on Farm
· Jean Conley – no report.
· Andy Price- no report.
· Adjournment
 Art moved to adjourn the meeting seconded by Mark. Motion carried Meeting adjourned @ 1:32 PM 

The next scheduled meeting is August 5, 2021 – Preston County location to be announced.
Minutes submitted by Dee Horner, Administrative Specialist  

Minutes approved by:  ________________________		________________							     Rick Abel, Chairman		            Date




