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                          Western Conservation District Board Meeting
									         March 19, 2026
In Attendance at the 9:00 a.m. Meeting                                                         
Supervisors Attending in person:  Charles Lipscomb, Chairman; Don Stephens, Treasurer; Joe Casto, Mike Wolpert

Others Attending: Hallie Roach, AS; Anthony Winters, CS; Jordan Roush, NRCS; Dennis Brumfield, CPA
Others Attending via phone: Jeremy Salyer, WVCA District Operations Manager South; Heather Duncan, WVACD
[image: ]Call to Order: 
Chairman Lipscomb called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. at the USDA office in Point Pleasant, WV.                                                                                                           
Adopt Agenda / Approve Minutes
Wolpert moved to adopt the agenda as presented, second by Stephens.  Motion Passed.
On a Casto/Wolpert motion the Meeting minutes from February 19, 2026, were approved.  Motion Passed.
Financial Reports
General Fund and CDO Funds for February 2026 were reviewed by supervisors as presented.  Dennis Brumfield reviewed the report with supervisors reading balances, income, and expenses for both General and Grant funds.  The report will be filed for an audit.

Financial Transactions Report: On a Casto/Wolpert motion the Financial Reports were accepted and will be filed for audit with the February transactions approved. Motion Passed.   

Co-Administered Fund Report: Supervisors were provided with a copy of the funds cash balance report from WVCA District Fiscal Operations. Fund balances were reviewed.  The board accepted the report to be filed for audit.  Wolpert/Casto moved to accept the
Co-Administered Fund Report and file for audit.  Motion Passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Don Stephens provided a report for supervisors to review. On Stephens/Casto motion payroll was approved for $2,299.79.  Motion Passed.

Partnership Reports

Jeremy Salyer, WVCA, Area Director
Jeremy Salyer provided a written report to the board.

Heather Duncan, WVACD Staff Report 
Heather Duncan provided a written report.

Jordan Roush, NRCS 
Jordan Roush provided a written report.

[image: ]Programs 
Operation, Maintenance & Repair
The board reviewed the report.

Statement of Reviews Mill Creek & Poca 28
The board tabled this until they are advised on the process.

[image: ]CO-ADMINISTERED COST SHARE PROGRAMS
A. Agriculture Enhancement Program (AgEP)

        Stephens/Casto moved to approve the AgEP Payments and the AgEP Cancellations. 
        Motion Passed.
     
       AgEP Payments

Frost Seeding
Jordan Roush -$260.00
Oscar Harris- $440.00
Danny Belcher -$980.00

B. AgEp Cancellation

Division Fence
George Sommer - $1,002.00

Water System
Roger Hatcher - $4,240.00

C. FY27 AgEP Practices

Stephens/Wolpert moved to approve the same AgEP Practices for FY27 as they did in FY26.  Motion Passed

Casto/Stephens moved to approve the following Heavy Use Contracts. Motion Passed.  The cooperators approved were Anthony Winters, Mary King, Nicole Dean, Scot Muncy, Jonathan Hoffman, Jason Knight, Justin Knopp, John Patton, and Chase Liptrap.

Stephens/Casto moved to leave the AgEP FY27 percentages the same as FY26.  Motion Passed. 

AgEP Allocations
Lime 40%
Frost Seeding 4%
Pollinator 1%
Invasive Species 5%
Division Fence 10%
Exclusive Fence 10%
Heavy Use Area 10%
Water System 20%

Stephens/Wolpert moved to leave the AgEP Payment rate the same as FY26.  Motion Passed.
Lime is up to $28.00 per ton/2 tons per acre, Maximum cost share $2800.00.
Pollinator Habitat is ½ acre maximum, cost share $200.00 flat rate.
Frost Seeding 50 acres Maximum, $20.00 per acre not to exceed $1,000.00.
Invasive Species Management 8 acres, cost share chemical - $40.00/Acre, Mechanical- $100.00/Acre, Heavy Mechanical $125.00/Acre.
Fence (Division & Exclusion) $5,000.00 per contract, Division $1.50/foot Exclusion $2.25/foot.
Heavy Use Area Protection up to 1,000 square foot, cost share $1.00/sq ft Maximum
$1,000.00.
	    Water Development cost share Spring Development: $950, Pond: $2,500, Cistern: 
          $1,400, Water Well: $11.00/per ft., Pump: $700, Pipeline: $1.90/foot, Trough: $1000,   
          Roof Runoff Management, Gutters $3.25, Downspouts $3.45

 Old Business
Appalachian Grazing Conference
Stephens/Casto moved to pay for Don Stephens, Mike Wolpert, Charles Lipscomb, Anthony Winters, and Hallie Roach to attend the Appalachian Grazing Conference May 2, at the WV State Farm Museum.  Motion Passed. 

Regional Land Judging Contest 
Casto/Wolpert moved to buy lunch and T-shirts for participants and helpers with Land Judging Contest.  Motion Passed.

Putnam County Fair Holding Pens Advertising
The Putnam County Fair Holding Pens were tabled until the April meeting.



Affiliate Membership
Casto/Wolpert moved to approve Farmers Feed of Ripley and City National Bank as FY27 Affiliate Members.  Motion Passed.

Century Farm Application
Casto/Wolpert moved to approve the Century Farm Applications for Timothy Kidwell, and Mary Bonar & Kenneth Urish Motion Passed.

STEM at Ripley supplies 
Casto/Wolpert moved to purchase grass seed and pro-mix for STEM at the Ripley Elementary School.  Motion Passed

New Business

Soil and Water Conservation Society (line-item budget $110.00)
Tabled until advised.

National Watershed Coalition $250.00 (line-item budget $75.00)
Tabled until advised.

Expression of Interest (EOI) -Protesta
Tabled until advised.

Order parts for float valves
Casto/Wolpert moved to spend up to $500.00 for float valve parts.  Motion passed.

Youth Expo Supplies
Casto/Wolpert moved to order supplies for youth expo.  Motion Passed.

Envirothon Team Donation 
Casto/Wolpert moved to donate $250.00 towards the Ravenswood FFA Envirothon Team Registration.  Motion Passed.

Sr Conservation Camp (line item $200) Cost $275.00 ea
Jr Conservation Camp (line item $183.33) Cost $225.00 ea
Casto/Wolpert moved to approve 3 participants for Sr. Conservation Camp and 3 participants for Jr. Conservation Camp, one from each county.  Motion passed.

Supervisor Reports
Casto discussed the SB894 and said that the district needed to focus on education and AgEp practices.

Lipscomb reported on the Grassland Committee Meeting and that the contest was rescheduled till end of September

Stephens gave the board Envirothon Committee Minutes





Minutes recorded by:     	     Approved by: 
Hallie Roach

      _________________________________
					                  Mary King, Secretary
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