[image: ]MINUTES
                          Western Conservation District Board Meeting
									         August 20, 2026
In Attendance at the 9:00 a.m. Meeting                                                         
Supervisors Attending in person:  Charles Lipscomb, Chairman; Don Stephens, Treasurer; Joe Casto and by phone Mike Wolpert, Secretary

Others Attending: Hallie Roach, AS; Anthony Winters, CS; Brock McClung, NRCS; Dennis Brumfield, CPA
Others Attending via phone: Jeremy Salyer, WVCA Area Director, Rachel Back
[image: ]Call to Order: 
Chairman Lipscomb called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m. at the USDA office in Point Pleasant, WV.                                                                                                           
Adopt Agenda / Approve Minutes
Casto moved to adopt the agenda as presented, second by Stephens.  Motion Passed.
On a Casto/Stephens motion the Meeting minutes from July 16, 2026, were approved.  Motion Passed.
Financial Reports
General Fund and CDO Funds for July 2026 reviewed by supervisors as presented.  Dennis Brumfield reviewed the report with supervisors reading balances, income, and expenses for both General and Grant funds.  The report will be filed for an audit.

Financial Transactions Report: On a motion Casto/Stephens moved the Financial Reports were accepted and will be filed for audit with the July transactions approved. Motion Passed. 

Co-Administered Fund Report: Supervisors were provided with a copy of the funds cash balance report from WVCA District Fiscal Operations. Fund balances were reviewed.  The board accepted the report to be filed for audit. Stephens/Casto moved to accept the
Co-Administered Fund Report and file for audit.  Motion Passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Don Stephens provided a report for supervisors to review. On Casto/Stephens motion payroll was approved for $2,838.41.  Motion Passed.

Partnership Reports
Jeremy Salyer, WVCA, Area Director
Jeremy Salyer provided a written report to the board. 

Heather Duncan, WVACD Staff Report 
Heather Duncan provided a written report to the board.

Brock McClung, NRCS 
Brock McClung provided a written report to the board.

Rachel Back
Rachel Back with WVDEP provided information about the Western Watershed Basin Gathering.

CORRESPONDENCE 
AgEP Program FY26 Annual Report, Thank you note from Conservation Camp, mailing labels Don Stephens, Tax Exemption form, Resolutions

Wolpert/Stephens moved to adopt the Resolution2026-03 of the WVACD opposing the Transmission Lines and Solar Farms and Data Centers in West Virginia. Motion Passed.
 
[image: ]Programs 
Operation, Maintenance & Repair
No written report was provided.
EWP Recall Request $109,663.79

Casto moved to return the EWP Funds of $109,663.79. The motion dies for lack of second.

[image: ]CO-ADMINISTERED COST SHARE PROGRAMS
A. Agriculture Enhancement Program (AgEP)
         Anthony reviewed with the board updates with the AgEP.

B. Stephens/Wolpert moved to approve LOR#16569 AgEP Allocations $92,900.00.  Motion Passed.

C. Stephens/Casto moved to approve the AgEP Contracts with 2 additional contracts to spend the funding of $110,000.00.  Motion Passed.  The following was approved for each practice:

	Lime
  Robert Thomas

	Frost Seeding

	Brad Garnes

	Carson Farms

	Brian Cochran

	Loretta Winterstein


 



 



	Invasive Species

	Joseph Hoffman

	Steve Spears

	Joe Hoffman

	Hoffman Grain Farms LLC

	James Fisher

	Mary King

	Leah Hoffman



	 Pollinator

	 Joell Ball

	 Michael Shabdue



	Division Fence

	Tim Absten

	John Ohlinger

	George Sommer

	Nicole Dean

	Thomas Kirkpatrick

	Rod Parsons

	Max McCoy













	Exclusion Fence

	Mike Oldham

	Jordan McCarty

	Mary Morris

	William Morris



	Water System

	John Patton

	Edward Absten

	George Sommer

	Brian McDermitt

	Tim Absten

	William Morris

	Evan Hall

	Neil Bumgarner

	Michael Facemyer





	Heavy Use

	Randall Roach

	Scot Muncy

	Roger Stone

	Matthew Stone

	Patrick Boggess

	James Fisher

	Jessica Finley

	Brad Garnes

	Michael Vaughn

	Chris Thomas

	Jordan Roush
















Old Business
Hannan High School Open House
Lipscomb plans on going to the Open House to give out brochures about upcoming contest for the year.

Bank Signature Card
Christine Welch will need to provide drivers license so that the banks can have the paperwork ready to be singed.

County Fairs
The County Fairs were discussed.
 
New Business
State Farm Conservation Tour
State Farm Conservation Tour will be on August 26 at 9:00 A.M. at Gene and Stacy Randolph.

Banquet
Some dates were suggested and they will be checked on at a location in Putnam County.

GPS Mileage increase .76 per mile
Stephens/Wolpert moved to increase the mileage rate to the GPS rate of .76/mile effective August 1, 2026.  Motion Passed.

FFA Forestry Contest
The contest was discussed.


Honorary Awards – Carroll Greene, Member-At-Large and Honorary Member Award
Casto nominated John Pitsenbarger for the Carroll Greene Award.

Supervisor Reports

Stephens reported on a Data Center Meeting he attended for Putnam County. 

Lipscomb updated the board on information that was discussed at the Quarterly Meeting.  He reviewed the resolutions with the board, Grassland Evaluation Contest, He stated that he went to the LKCD board meeting and attempted to attend the CCD but it didn’t work out.

Casto joined the NRCS Technical meeting and will update at the next meeting.



Minutes recorded by:     	     Approved by: 
Hallie Roach

      _________________________________
					                  Mike Wolpert, Secretary
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